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AN ACT in relation to el ections.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Election Code is anended by changing
Sections 7-19, 7-46, 7-59, 25-4, and 25-7 and addi ng Section
7-58.5 as follow

(10 ILCS 5/7-19) (from Ch. 46, par. 7-19)

Sec. 7-19. The primary ball ot of each political party for
each precinct shall be arranged and printed substantially in
t he manner foll ow ng:

1. Designating words. At the top of the ballot shall be
printed in large capital Iletters, words designating the
ballot, if a Republican ballot, the designating words shal
be: "REPUBLI CAN PRI MARY BALLOT"; if a Denocratic ballot the
designating words shall be: "DEMOCRATI C PRI MARY BALLOT"; and
in like manner for each political party.

2. Oder of Nanes, Directions to Voters, etc. Beginning
not |less than one inch bel ow designating words, the nanme of
each office to be filled shall be printed in capital letters.
Such nanes may be printed on the ballot either in a single
colum or in 2 or nore colums and in the foll ow ng order,
to-wit:

President of t he Uni ted St at es, State of fices,
congressional offices, delegates and alternate del egates to
be elected fromthe State at large to National nom nating
conventions, delegates and alternate delegates to be el ected
from congressional districts to Nat i onal nom nati ng
conventions, nmenber or nenbers of t he State central
commttee, trustees of sanitary districts, county offices,
judicial officers, «city, village and incorporated t own

offices, town offices, or of such of the said offices as
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candi dates are to be nomnated for at such primary, and
precinct, township or ward conmtteenen. If tw or nore
colums are used, the foregoing offices to and including
menber of the State central conmttee shall be listed in the
left-hand colum and Senatorial offices, as defined in
Section 8-3, shall be the first offices listed in the second
col um.

Bel ow the nanme of each office shall be printed in snal
letters the directions to voters: "Vote for one"; "Vote for
two"; "Vote for three"; or a spelled nunber designating how
many persons under that head are to be voted for.

Next to the name of each candidate for delegate or
alternate delegate to a national nom nating convention shal
appear either (a) the nanme of the candidate's preference for
President of the United States or the word "uncomm tted" or
(b) no official designation, depending upon the action taken
by the State central commttee pursuant to Section 7-10.3 of
this Act.

Bel ow t he nane of each office shall be printed in capital
letters the nanes of all candidates, arranged in the order in
which their petitions for nom nations were filed, except as
ot herwi se provided in Sections 7-14 and 7-17 of this Article.
Opposite and in front of the nane of each candi date shall be
printed a square and all squares wupon the prinmary ballot
shall be of wuniform size. Spaces between the nanes of
candi dat es under each office shall be uniformand sufficient
spaces shall separate the nanes of candi dates for one office
fromthe nanmes of candidates for another office, to avoid
confusion and to permt the witing in of the names of other
candi dat es.

Where voting machines or electronic voting systens are
used, the provisions of this Section my be nodified as
required or authorized by Article 24 or Article 24A,

whi chever is applicable.
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Notwi t hstanding any provision of this Section, a ball ot

listing the nanes of candi dat es f or non nati on to

congressional office or State office, as defined in Section

7-4, shall be designed to accomobdate the instant runoff

voting system described in Section 7-58.5.

(Source: P.A 83-33.)

(10 ILCS 5/7-46) (from Ch. 46, par. 7-46)

Sec. 7-46. On receiving fromthe primary judges a primary
ballot of his party, the primary elector shall forthwith and
w thout leaving the polling place, retire alone to one of the

voting booths and prepare such primary ballot by indicating

the elector's first, second, and third choices by narking a

voting square by-rarking-a-eross-{(X)-tn-the-sgquare in front

of and opposite the nane of each candidate for which the

el ector wishes to vote of-his-chotece for each office to be

filled, and for delegates and alternate del egates to nati onal
nom nating conventions, and for commtteenen, if conmtteenen
are being elected at such primary.

Any primary elector may, instead of voting for any
candi date for nomnation or for conmtteeman or for del egate
or alternate delegate to national nom nating conventions,
whose nane is printed on the primary ballot, wite in the
name of any other person affiliated with such party as a
candidate for the nomnation for any office, or for
commtteeman, or for delegates or alternate delegates to
national nom nating conventions, and indicate his choice of
such candidate or commtteeman or delegate or alternate
del egate, by placing to the left of and opposite the nane
thus witten a square and placing in the square a 1, 2, or 3

to indicate that the nane witten is the elector's first,

second, or third choice, respectively eroess-{(X).

Where voting mnmachines or electronic voting systens are

used, the provisions of this section nay be nodified as
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required or authorized by Article 24 or Article 24A
whi chever is applicable.

(Source: Laws 1965, p. 2220.)

(10 ILCS 5/7-59) (from Ch. 46, par. 7-59)
Sec. 7-59. (a) Except as provided in Section 7-58.5 for

nom nations to State office and congressional office as

defined in Section 7-4, the person receiving the highest

nunber of votes at a primary as a candidate of a party for
the nom nation for an office shall be the candidate of that
party for such office, and his name as such candi date shal

be placed on the official ballot at the election then next
ensui ng; provided, that where there are two or nore persons
to be nomnated for the sane office or board, the requisite
nunber of persons receiving the highest nunber of votes as

provided in Section 7-58.5 shall be nom nated and their nanes

shall be placed on the official ballot at the follow ng
el ecti on.

Except as otherw se provided by Section 7-8 of this Act,
t he person receiving the highest nunber of votes of his party
for State central commtteenman of his congressional district
shall be declared elected State central commtteeman from
sai d congressional district.

Unless a national political party specifies t hat
del egates and alternate delegates to a National nom nating
convention be al | ocat ed by proportional sel ection
representation according to the results of a Presidential
preference primary, the requisite nunber of persons receiving
t he hi ghest nunber of votes of their party for delegates and
alternate delegates to National nom nating conventions from
the State at large, and the requisite nunber of persons
receiving the highest nunber of votes of their party for
del egates and alternate delegates to National nom nating

conventions in their respective congressional districts shal
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be declared el ected del egates and alternate del egates to the
Nat i onal nom nating conventions of their party.

A political party which elects the nenbers to its State
Central Commttee by Alternative B under paragraph (a) of
Section 7-8 shall select its congressional district del egates
and alternate delegates to its national nom nating convention
by proportional selection representation according to the
results of a Presidential preference primary in each
congressional district in the manner provided by the rul es of
the national political party and the State Central Commttee,
when the rules and policies of the national political party
SO require.

A political party which elects the nenbers to its State
Central Commttee by Alternative B under paragraph (a) of
Section 7-8 shall select its at |large delegates and alternate
del egat es to its nat i onal nom nati ng convention by
proportional selection representation according to t he
results of a Presidential preference primary in the whole
State in the manner provided by the rules of the national
political party and the State Central Commttee, when the
rules and policies of the national political party so
require.

The person receiving the highest nunber of votes of his
party for precinct commtteeman of his precinct shall be
decl ared el ected precinct commtteeman from said precinct.

The person receiving the highest nunber of votes of his
party for township conmtteeman of his township or part of a
township as the case may be, shall be declared elected
township commtteeman from said township or part of a
t ownshi p as t he case may be. In cities where ward
commtteenen are elected, the person receiving the highest
nunber of votes of his party for ward commtteeman of his
ward shall be declared elected ward commtteeman from said

war d.
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When two or nore persons receive an equal and-the- hi ghest

nunber of votes, at a stage of the counting of votes under

Section 7-58.5 when one of the candidates is to be nom nated

or elected and the other candidate elinmnated, for the

nom nation for the sanme office or for conmtteeman of the
sane political party, or where nore than one person of the
sane political party is to be nomnated as a candidate for
office or conmtteeman, if it appears that nore than the
nunber of persons to be nomnated for an office or elected
commtteeman have the highest and an equal nunber of votes,

at a stage of the counting of votes under Section 7-58.5 when

one of the candidates is to be nomnated or elected and the

other candidate elininated, for the nomnation for the sane

office or for election as commtteeman, the board by which
the returns of the primary are canvassed shall decide by I ot
whi ch of said persons shall be nom nated or elected, as the
case may be. In such case such canvassi ng board shall issue
notice in witing to such persons of such tie vote stating
therein the place, the day (which shall not be nore than five
(5) days thereafter) and the hour when such nom nation or
el ection shall be so determ ned.

(b) Wite-in votes shall be counted only for persons who
have filed notarized declarations of intent to be wite-in
candidates wth the proper election authority or authorities
not later than 5:00 p.m on the Tuesday i medi ately precedi ng
the primary.

Forms for the declaration of intent to be a wite-in
candidate shall be supplied by the election authorities.
Such decl aration shall specify the office for which the
person seeks nomination or election as a wite-in candi date.

The election authority or authorities shall deliver a
list of all persons who have filed such declarations to the
election judges in the appropriate precincts prior to the

primry.
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(c) (1) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this
Section, where the nunber of candi dates whose nanes have been
printed on a party's ballot for nomnation for or election to
an office at a primary is less than the nunber of persons the
party is entitled to nomnate for or elect to the office at
the primary, a person whose nanme was not printed on the
party's primary ballot as a candidate for nom nation for or
el ection to the office, is not nomnated for or elected to
that office as a result of a wite-in vote at the primary
unl ess the nunber of votes he received equals or exceeds the
nunmber of signatures required on a petition for nom nation
for that office; or unless the nunber of votes he receives
exceeds the nunber of votes received by at |east one of the
candi dat es whose nanes were printed on the primary ballot for
nom nation for or election to the sane office.

(2) Paragraph (1) of this subsection does not apply
where the nunber of candi dates whose nanmes have been printed
on the party's ballot for nomnation for or election to the
office at the primary equals or exceeds the nunber of persons
the party is entitled to nomnate for or elect to the office
at the primry.

For purposes of Sections 7-2, 7-3, 7-8, 7-9.1, 7-10,

7-14.1, 7-35, 7-52, 7-53, 7-56, 7-56.1, 7-59, 7-60, 7-60.1,

and 7-63 and any other | aw under which a calculation is based

on the total nunber of votes cast for an office, the

cal culation shall be based on the nunber of first-choice

votes cast for the office.

(Source: P.A 89-653, eff. 8-14-96.)

(10 ILCS 5/7-58.5 new)

Sec. 7-58.5. Instant runoff voting.

(a) Elections for the nonination of candidates for State

of fice and congressional office, as defined in Section 7-4,

and any other election where an instant runoff nethod is used
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for any office, shall be conducted as described in this

Secti on.

(b) The ballot shall be designed to allow an elector to

vote for the elector's first, second, and third choices from

anong the candidates, including candidates listed on the

ball ot or one wite-in candi date.

(c) Ballots shall be counted as foll ows:

(1) The elector's vote shall be assigned to the

candi date narked as the elector's first choice. If one

candidate receives a npjority of the first-choice votes,

t hat candi date shall be decl ared noni nat ed.

(2) If no candidate receives a mmjority of the

first-choice votes, the candidate receiving the fewest

first-choice votes shall be elim nated. Each vote cast

for the elimnated candi date shall be transferred to the

candi date who was each elector's next choice on the

(3) Candidates with the fewest votes shall continue

to be elimnated, wth the votes for those candi dates

transferred to the candi date who was each elector's next

choice on the ballot until a candidate receives a

majority of the votes cast. When a candi date receives a

majority of votes, that candidate shall be declared

noni nat ed.

(4) Notwithstanding any provision of this Section,

a candi date shall be elinmnated before the first tally of

ballots if the candidate receives fewer than 500 votes,

or fewer than 10% of the total votes cast for the

nom nati on, whichever is |ess.

(d) An elector may vote the elector's choices as

(1) For each office for which there are 3 or nore

candi dates listed on the ballot, an elector may indicate

3 choi ces.
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(2) For each of fice for which there are 2

candi dates listed on the ballot, an elector may indicate

2 choi ces.

(3) For each office for which there is one or no

candidate listed on the ballot, an elector may indicate

one choi ce.

(e) If all candidates for whoman elector voted on a

ballot are elimnated, the ballot shall be decl ared exhausted

and nay not be considered in any continuing determ nati on of

whet her a candi date for the nonination received a nmpjority of

votes cast. If the ballot of an elector does not list the

elector's choices in nunerical order, the elector's next

clearly indicated choice in order shall be counted. |If an

elector's ballot assigns the same nuneric choice to nore than

one candidate, those assignnents are invalid, and t he

elector's vote is transferred to the next nunmeric choice, if

any.

(f) If 2 or nore candidates for the same nonination or

election, after a recount of the votes cast, have an equal

nunber of votes at any stage of the counting of the votes,

and one of the candidates is to be elininated, the tie shal

be resolved by |ot.

(10 ILCS 5/25-4) (from Ch. 46, par. 25-4)

Sec. 25-4. In case of vacancies in the offices of
Governor and Lieutenant-CGovernor, the officer performng the
duties of the office of Governor, or if there is no such
officer, the Secretary of State, shall issue a proclamation
appointing a day for a special election to fill such

vacanci es using the instant runoff nethod as described in

Section 7-58.5, and shall issue a wit of election to the

county clerks of the several counties in the state, and shal
al so, when necessary, call a special session of the GCeneral

Assenbly to canvass the votes cast at such election; but if
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such vacancy shall occur not nore than ninety (90) days
before a general election for nenbers of the |legislature, the
vacancies shall be filled at such general election, in which
case no special session of the General Assenbly to canvass
the votes shall be deened necessary.

(Source: Laws 1943, vol. 2, p. 1.)

(10 ILCS 5/25-7) (from Ch. 46, par. 25-7)

Sec. 25-7. Wihen any vacancy shall occur in the office of
representative in congress fromthis state nore than 180 days
before the next general election, the Governor shall issue a
wit of election wwthin 5 days after the occurrence of that
vacancy to the county clerks of the several counties in the
district where the vacancy exists, appointing a day within
115 days to hold a special election to fill such vacancy

using the instant runoff nethod as described in Section

(Source: P.A 78-781.)

Section 10. The Illinois Minicipal Code is anended by
addi ng Sections 3.1-15-45, 3.1-15-50, and 3.1-15-55 as

foll ows:

(65 ILCS 5/3. 1-15-45 new)

Sec. 3.1-15-45. Instant runoff voting.

(a) Wienever the question of incorporation as a <city

under this Code is submtted for adoption to the el ectors of

any territory, village, incorporated town, or city under

special charter, there may be subnitted at the sane tine for

adoption or rejection the question of instant runoff voting

for mayor, city clerk, city treasurer, and city council nan or

alderman. The proposition shall be in the following form

Shall instant runoff voting for nmyor, city clerk, city

treasurer, and city council man or al dernan be adopted?
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(b) If a mmjority of the votes cast on the question at

any election are for instant runoff voting for nmyor, city

clerk, city treasurer, and city council man or al derman, the

mayor, city clerk, city treasurer, and city councilman or

al dernman, except as otherw se provided, thereafter shall be

el ected as provided in Section 3.1-15-50.

(c) If amjority of the votes cast on the question at

any election are against instant runoff voting for mayor,

city clerk, city treasurer, and city councilman or al der nan,

the mayor, city clerk, city treasurer, and city council nan or

al dernman shall be elected as otherwi se provided in this Code.

(d) At any tine after the incorporation of a city under

this Code, on petition of electors equal in nunber to

one-eighth the nunber of Ilegal votes cast at the next

precedi ng general nmunicipal election, the city clerk shal

certify the question of the adoption or retention of instant

runoff voting to the proper election authority for subm ssion

to the electors of that city. The proposition shall be in the

sane formas provided in this Section, except that the word

"retai ned" shall be substituted for the word "adopted" when

appropriate. A question of instant runoff voting, however,

shall not be submtted nore than once within 32 nonths.

(65 | LCS 5/3.1-15-50 new)

Sec. 3.1-15-50. Mayor, city clerk, city treasurer, and

city councilman or al dernman under instant runoff voting pl an.

(a) The ballot shall be designed to allow an elector to

vote for the elector's first, second, and third choices from

anong the candidates, including candidates listed on the

ball ot or one wite-in candi date.

(b) Ballots shall be counted as foll ows:

(1) The elector's vote shall be assigned to the

candi date narked as the elector's first choice. If one

candidate receives a npjority of the first-choice votes,
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t hat candi date shall be decl ared noni nat ed.

(2) If no candidate receives a mmjority of the

first-choice votes, the candidate receiving the fewest

first-choice votes shall be elim nated. Each vote cast

for the elimnated candi date shall be transferred to the

candi date who was each elector's next choice on the

bal | ot.

(3) Candidates with the fewest votes shall continue

to be elimnated, wth the votes for those candi dates

transferred to the candi date who was each elector's next

choice on the ballot until a candidate receives a

majority of the votes cast. When a candi date receives a

majority of votes, that candidate shall be declared

noni nat ed.

(4) Notwithstanding any provision of this Section,

a candi date shall be elimnated before the first tally of

ballots if the candi date receives fewer than 500 votes,

or fewer than 10% of the total votes cast for the

nom nati on, whichever is |ess.

(O An elector may vote the elector's choices as

(1) For each office for which there are 3 or nore

candi dates listed on the ballot, an elector may indicate

3 choi ces.

(2) For each of fice for which there are 2

candi dates listed on the ballot, an elector may indicate

2 choi ces.

(3) For each office for which there is one or no

candidate listed on the ballot, an elector may indicate

one choi ce.

(d) If all candidates for whoman elector voted on a

ot are elimnated, the ballot shall be decl ared exhausted

and

may not be considered in any continuing deternination of

whet her a candidate for the nonination received a nmpjority of
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votes cast. If the ballot of an elector does not list the

elector's choices in nunerical order, the elector's next

clearly indicated choice in order shall be counted. |If an

elector's ballot assigns the same nuneric choice to nore than

one candidate, those assignnents are invalid, and t he

elector's vote is transferred to the next nunmeric choice, if

any.

(e) If 2 or nore candidates for the sane nonination or

election, after a recount of the votes cast, have an equal

nunber of votes at any stage of the counting of the votes and

one of the candidates is to be elimnated, the tie shall be

resol ved by |ot.

(65 | LCS 5/ 3. 1-15-55 new)

Sec. 3. 1-15-55. | nstant runoff election validation. In

any case in which a city held an election for city officers,

such election is declared to be legal and valid if an instant

runoff nethod was used, as described in Section 3.1-15-45, if

the election was in other respects in conformty with | aw.
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